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the King into the hands of the present leaders of the Opposition. While I am at the Louvre, Montesquiou comes in, and I remind him of what I said respecting their constitution. He begins to fear that I was in the right. He asks how the evil is to be remedied. I tell him that there seems to be little chance for avoiding the extremes of despotism or anarchy ; that the only ground of hope must be the morals of the people, but that these are, I fear, too corrupt. He is sure they are. Madame told me this morning .that M. de Curt is to be Minister of the Marine, if the decree of quatre ans is revoked. M. Monciel* comes to see me, and gives me an account of what he has done with the chiefs of the Jacobins. He is to have a further conference. They think it will be best to act in concert with the Court, without appearing to do so, lest thereby they should lose their popularity. I agree in the propriety of this, and urge conformably to what I suppose their views to be, a repeal of the decree des quatre ans and the decree of re-eligibility. He is to propose this to them and to obtain, if he can, a list of the articles they desire ; also, if possible, of the places they aspire to."
"We are en famille at the British ambassador's to-day [April 3oth] at dinner. Cubieres comes with Robert, and they have a collection of the portraits of Petite in enamel, which are very fine. Go from hence to the Louvre. Madame de Flahaut'is .dressing. She tells me that she
* M. Terrier de Monciel belonged to a distinguished family of Tranche Comte. He was Roland's successor as minister in June, 1792, just before the catastrophe of the aoth of June, which he had not foreseen and which it would have been impossible to prevent, though he did all in his power, however, to re-establish order, He said in the National Assembly, the day after, that " the action against the king should put all France into eternal mourning." Forced, finally, to leave the ministry, he however remained in Paris during the revolution of August loth, and afterward had the good fortune to escape the proscription of 1793. He died in September, 1831.undings, the old Jacobin Club of the Rue St. Honore manufactured, by the light of their flambeaux, the means to push the Revolution to its completion. popular cause, and voted generally with the Girondists, but not for the king's death. He attacked violently the Constitution of 1793, a**d was obliged to seek safety against the Revolution, and for eight months he found an asylum in the house of Madame Vernet, where he wrote his famous Progre's deTesprit humain. A longing for fresh air impelled him to leave his house ; he was arrested, thrown into prison, and ended his life by poison.                |
